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Law Department

1 500 Watar Street

Steven C. Armbrust Speed Code J-150
Counsel Jacksonwille, FL 32202
Flonda Authorzzed House Counsel Fax (904) 245-3357
Admitted n NY, Not Admitied In FL Telephons (9043 355-1220

Email steven ambrustCSX com
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May 4, 2007 L _j:
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Via Overn DHL ress Mall (Return Receipt Requested L ;3 @1 Z )
T, [ ?..E = ! -;"I
Honorable Vernon A. Williams . - = 5
Secretary " i
Surface Transportation Board gty B2
395 East St. SW F
Washngton, D. C. 20423 EE REC’FR
Mar f TED
(h = iy
RE. Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No 678X), CSX Transporiation, Inc.- - =
Abandonment Exemption—n Clyy County, IL TRANg P(; E’?Eﬂ o
ATION 8o pp

Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed are the original and 10 copies of a Verified Notice of Exemption for
abandonment in the above-entitled proceeding and a check for the filing fee of $3,200.

Please time and date stamp the additional copy of this letter and return 1t to me
in the self-addressed, stamped envelope. Thank you for your assistance.

If you have any questions please call or email me.

eﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁ'"“ Sincerely yours,

on® % iyl
Wit - %Z—«/ o

pg o Steven C. Armbrust % -""-f_q.)_ ,{@
g
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CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN CLAY COUNTY, IL

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
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Steven C. Armbrust, Esq.
CSX Transportation, Inc.
500 Water Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
(904) 359-1229

Counsel for: CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.

Dated: May 4, 2007
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Docket No. AB-55 {(Sub-No. 678X)

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.~ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN CLAY COUNTY, IL

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT") files this Venfied Notice of Exemption pursuant to
the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152 50 for CSXT to abandon a 0.86-mile rail line on its
Northern Region, Louisville Division, lllinois Subdivision, from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14
to Railroad Milepost BXO 75 0, a distance of 0.86 miles known as the Flora North Branch, City
of Flora, Clay County, Ilinois (the “Line™). No local or overhead rail traffic has moved over the

Line dunng the past iwo years

1. Proposed consummation date The proposcd consummation date is June 25, 2007.

2, Cerification required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50{b). See Exhibit A.

3. Information mulred'bx 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(aX1) through (4), (7), and (8), and (c}4).

(a) General.

(1) Exact name of applicant. C'SX Transportation, Inc.



(2) Whether applicant 1s a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C.
Subtitle 1V, Chapter 105. CSXT 15 a common carrier by railroad subject to 49

U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

(3) Relief sought. CSXT sceks 10 use the class exemption at 49 C.F..R. § 1152.50
1o abandon a 0.86-mile rail line on its Northern Region, Louisville Division,
lhnois Subdivision, from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Raiiroad Milepost
BXO 75 0, a distance of 0.86 miles known as the Flora North Branch, City of
Flora, Clay County, 1llinois. No stations will be impacted by the proposed

abandonment,

(4) Map. See Exhibit B.

(7) Name, title, and address of representative of applicant to whom

correspondence should be sent. Steven C. Armbrust, CSX Transportation,

Inc., 500 Water St., J-150, Jacksonville, Flonda, 32202 (fax: 904-245-3357).

(8) List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line proposed for

abandonment traverses. The Line traverses ZIP Code 62839,

{e) Rurai and community impact. Statement of whether the properties proposed to be

abandoned are appropnate for use for other public purposes, including roads and highways, other



forms of mass transportati;m, conservation, energy production or transmission, or recreation. If
the applicant is aware of any restriction on the title to the property, including any reversionary
interest, which would affect the transfer of titie or the use of property for other than rail purposes,
this shall be disclosed.

CSXT believes that the properties proposed {or abandonment may be suitable for other
purposcs, but may be subject to reversionary nterests that may affect transfer of title for other

than rail purposes.

4. The level of labor protection The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely

affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor protective

conditions in Oregon Short Line R. Co. — Abandonment -- Goshen, 360 LC.C. 91 (1979).

5 Certification. Cerificates of comphance with the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§
1152.50(d)(1), 1105.11 and 1105 12 may be found in Exhibit C (Ceruificate of Service;
Certificate of Publication), Exhibit D (Certificate of Distribution of Environmental Report) and

Exhibit E (Certificate of Distribution of Historical Report).
6. Environmental Report, eic See Exhibit D. Based on information in the possession of CSXT,
the Line does not conlain fedcrally granted nghts-of-way, Any documentation in the railroad’s

possession will be made available promptly to those requesting 1.

7 Historic Report. See Exhibit E.



Respectfully submitted,

. a b

Steven C. Armbrust, Esq.
CSX Transportation, Inc.
500 Water Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
(904) 359-1229

Counsel for: CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC

Dated: May 4, 2007



EXHIBIT A

VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(b)

[See attached]



VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(b)

STATLE OF FL.LORIDA )
) SS.
COUNTY OF DUVAL )

[, Ellen M. Preslar, being duly swom. depose and state that 1 am Manager
Regulatory Costing for Network Rationalization of CSX Transportation, Inc. ("CSXT");
that | am authorized to make this verification: and that | have read the foregomg Notice
of Exemption and know the facts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated, to the
best of my knowledge. information, and belief.

I hereby certity that no local traffic has moved over CSXT's Northern Region.
Louisville Division, Illinois Subdivision, from Railroad Milepost BXQO 74.14 to Railroad
Milepost BXO 75 0, a distance of 0.86 milc known as the Flora North Branch, City of
Flora, Clay County, lllinois. for at least two years prior to the date hercof, and that any
overhead traffic on the line can be rerouted over other lines. Further, no formal
complaint filed by a user of rail service on the fine {or a State or local government entity
acting on behalf of such uscr) regarding cessation of service over the linc either is
pending with the Surface Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of a complainant within the two-year period The foregoing certification
1s made on behalf of CSXT by the undersigned after due and careful investigation of the
matters herein certificd and based on the best of the knowledge. informauon. and belict

of the undersigned

Eilen T Gnvslans

Ellen M. Preslar

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN FO before me this 20th day of April. 2007,

My Commission Expires: Yyane 2P 2076 AIW&
otary Publie




EXHIBIT B
MAP

[See attached|
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EXHIBITC

CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE AND PUBLICATION

[See attached|
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R § 1152.50 (d) (1), the undersigned hercby certifies that notice of the

proposed abandonment in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 678X) was mailed via first class mail on
Apnl 20, 2007, to the following parlies-

State Public Service Commission

Illinois Commerce Commission
Attn. Charles E Box, Chairman
527 East Caputol Ave
Sprningfield, IL. 62701

Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command Transportation Engineering Agency

SDDCTEA

ATTN: Railroads for National Defense
720 Thimble Shoals Blvd.

Suite 130

Newport News, Virgima 23606-2574

National Park Service

U S. Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Attention. Mr. Charlie Stockman

Actng Conservation and Qutdoor Recreation Manager
1201 [ Street, NW, 9th Floor

Washington, DC 20005

National Park Service

U S. Department of Intenor
National Park Service
Land Resources Division
1201 Eye St., N.W,
Washington, DC 20005

13



L

U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agnculture

Chief of the Forest Service

4th Floor N.W., Auditors' Buillding

14th Streel and Independence Avenue, S W.
Washington, D.C 20250

Lz e

Steven C. Armbrust
May 2, 2007

14



bt |

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment 1n Docket No.
AB-55 (Sub-No 678X) was advertised on May 1, 2007 in the Daily Clay County Advocate-
Press, a newspaper of general circulation in Clay County, [llinos, as required by 49 C.F.R. §

b

Steven C. Armbrust
May 2, 2007
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EXHIBIT D
ENYIRONMENTAL REPORT

|See attached]
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to the requirements o 49 C F.R. § 1103.7, the undersigned hereby certifies that
a copy of the Environmental Report in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 678X) was mailed via first
class mail on April 4, 2007 to the following parties:

Mr. Gary Whitehead, Chairman

South Central lllinois Regional
Planning Commuttee

742 Birchwood

Flora, IL 62839

Ms. Sue Petit, Chairman

Clay County Board of Commissioncrs
503 Hoptree Dnive

Flora, IL 62839

Ms. Yvonne Guinn
City of Flora

PO Box 249

Flora, IL 62839

Mr Dan Sulsberger
City of Flora

PO Box 249

Flora, [L 62839

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5

Attn: Mr. Ken Westlake (B19J)

77 Wesl Jackson Blvd

Chicago, IL 60604

[llinois Environmental Protection Agency
Attn: Water Division

1021 North Grand Avenue East

P.O Box 19276

Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276

17



Ms. Joyce Collins, Supervisor

U S. Fish & Wildlife Commmssion
Marion Field Office

8588 Route 148

Marion, IL 62959-4565

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Commussion
Regional Office

Federal Building

One Federal Dnve

Fort Snelling, MN 55111

U.S Army Corps of Engineers
Lousville District

PO Box 59

600 Dr. Marun Luther King Pl
Lowsville, KY 40201-0059

USDA - NRCS
Lowswville Service Cenier
155 Highway 45 N
Louisville, IL 62858-9105

[linois State Cleannghousc

Department of Commerce & Community Affairs
100 West Randolph Street

Room 3-400

Chicago, [L 60601

Ms. Sandra Washington, Chief
National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Raverfront Drive

Omaha, NE 68102

Mr Gregory Baize

Department of Transportation
Transportation Administration Buillding
2300 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, IL 62764

18



Mr Dan Injerd

Division of Water Resources
Department of Transportation
310 South Michigan #1606
Chicago, 1L 60604

NOAA - VIA EMAILNOAA - VIA EMAIL
National Geodetic Service (NOAA) at NGS.InfoCenter{@noaa.gov' (via cmail)

Steven C Armbrust
May 2, 2007
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.
DOCKET AB-55 (SUB-NO. 678X)
CITY of FLORA, CLAY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

The following information 1s provided in accordance with 49 C F R Section 11057

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported,
the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures
that may be involved, and any possible changes In current operations
or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives
to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project.

CSXT proposes to abandon approximately 0 86 mile of its
ral kne between from Railroad Milepost BXO 74 14 to the
end of track at Raillroad Milepost BXO 75 0, known as the
Flora North Branch, Clay County, ifhnors.

The above referenced 0 86-mile Ine has not generated any
onginating or terminating traffic in over two years,

Abandonment of thia line will result n the removal of the rail,
crossties, and possibly the upper layer of ballast CSXT
does not intend to disturb any sub grade or sub grade
structures Finally, the operations and maintenance of this
line will cease.

The only alternative would be not to abandon and to pass
the opportunity costs of retaining the line to all other CSXT
customers This would not be a prudent utlization of camer
resources.

Two maps, which delineate the proposed project, are
attached (See Attachments 1 and 2)

Also attached 1s a distnbution list of all agencies which have

received prelimmary letters and a copy of this report in order
to sohcit input {See Attachment 3)

10



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report
Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 20of 9

Applicant solicited responses from all agencies on March 5,
2007 Appleant's second solictation for response,
environmental report, environmental response form and self
addressed stamped envalope were sent on Apnl 4, 2007

If appiicant does not receive any response based on the
solictations listed above, it 18 applicant's posttion that the
proposed action will have no adverse effect, mpact or
inconsistencies

Any comments received on or after May 4, 2007 will be
immediately forwarded to the STB for consideration n this
matter under separate cover

{2) TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local
transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic
(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation
systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

There 18 no passenger or freight traffic on the Iine, therefore
there will be no effect on existng regional or local
transportation systems or pattems

(3}  LAND USE

{i)

Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning
agencies and/or a review of the official planning documents
prepared by such agencies, state whether the proposed
action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe
any inconsistencies.

Applicant received the CSXT Environmental Report
Response Form dated Apnl 13, 2007 from Mr Dan
Sulsberger — Director of the City of Flora Economic
Development stating “No Environmental Impact”
(See Attachment 7)

Applicant received a rasponse from Mr WMilton
Sees - Acting Secretary of the liinois Department
of Transportation stating “We have completed our
review of your plan and take no exceptions to CSX
abandoning the track ." (See Attachment 7A)

Applicant has not received a response to its

inquines dated March 5, 2007 to Mr Gary
Whitehead of the South Central llinois Regional

a1



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report
Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 3 of 9

Planning Commdtee, Ms. Sue Pett of the Clay
County Board of Commissioners or Ms Yvonne
Guinn of the City of Flora seeking information
regarding this statement (See Attachments 4, S
and 6)

Based on the fact that the ine segment has not
generated any traffic In over two years, Applicant
does not feel that the propcsed action Is
inconsistent with local and/or regional plans

(i) Based on consultation with the U. S. Soil Conservation
Service, state the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.

Applicant received a response dated March 20,
2007 from Laune King of the US Department of
Agnculture — NRCS, Louisvile Service Center in
Louisvile, Indiana stating ‘There /s a smail
agnricultural held that hes adjacent to the abandoned
track just south of US 45/50 that i1s classified as
prme farmland. All other land adjacent to the track
has previously been developed and no longer fits
the classificaion of Pnme Farmiend” (See
Attachment 8)

Applicant also recerved the CSXT Environmental
Report Response Form dated Apnl 8, 2007 from
Ms. Laune King — District Conservationalist stating
*No Environmental Impact” (See Attachment 8A)

Applicant feels the simple removal of track matenal

should not have an adverse mpact and the small

parcel of farmiand ,

(i) - If the action affects land or water uses within a designated
coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required
by 1105.9.

Applicant has not received a response to s inquiry
dated March 5, 2007 to Mr Dan Injerd of the
Division of Water Resources - Depariment of
Transportation 1n  Chicago, llinois seeking
information regarding this statement (See
Aftachment 9)

J o



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report
Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 4 of 9

Applicant does not feel that the simple removal of
track matenal should have any adverse impact on
land or water uses

(iv) if the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or
not the right of way is suitable for alternative public use
under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and explain why.

The properties, proposed to be abandoned, may be
suitable for other public purposes, but may be
subject to reversionary interests that may affect the
transfer of title for other than rail purposes

{4) ENERGY

n Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation
of energy resources.

The proposed action will have no effect on the
transportation of energy resources

(i} Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

The proposed action will have no effect on the
movement and/or recovery of recyclable
commodites

(i) State whether the proposed action will resuit in an increase
or decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

The proposed action will not result in an increass or
decrease in overall energy efficiency

(iv) if the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to
motor carriage of more than: (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year;
or {B) an average of 80 rail carloads per mile per year for any
part of the affected line, quantify the resuiting net change in
energy consumption and show the data and methodology
used to arrive at the figure given.

There will be no diversion of rail traffic to motor
camage in excess of the above thresholds.

i(5) AR

(i) If the proposed action will result in either: (A) an increase in
rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any

d 3



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report
Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 5 of 9

segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or (B) an
increase in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured by
carload activity), or (C) an average Increass in truck traffic of
more than 10% of the average dally traffic or 50 vehicles a
day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated
effect on air emissions.

The above thresholds wili not be exceeded.

(i) If the proposed action affects a class | or non-attainment
area under the Clean Air Act; and will It result In either: {A})
an increase in ralil traffic of a least 50% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a
day on any segment of rail line, or (B) an increase in rail
yard activity of a least 20% (measured by carload activity),
or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10%
of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given
road segment, then stats whether any expected increased
emissions are within the parameters established by the
State Implementation Plan.

The above threshalds will not be exceeded

(iii) if transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as
nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identify: the
materials and quantity, the frequency of service; safety
practices (including any speed restriction); the applicant’s
safety record (to the extent avallabie) on derailments,
accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release
of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

Not applicable

%) NOISE

if any of the threshoids identified in item (5)(I) of this section are
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause: (i} an
Incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more, or
(ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
idontify sensitive receptors {e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals,
residences, retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the
project area, and quantify the nolse increase for these receptors if the
thresholds are surpassed.

The above threshokis will not be exceeded

o 4
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CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report
Docket AB-65 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 6 of 9

#(7)  SAFETY

(3] Describs any effects of the proposed action on publiic heaith
and safety (including vehicle delay time at railroad grade
crossings).

Applicant believes there will be a postive effect on
public safety by the removal of four (4) at grade,
public crossings

{ii) i hazardous materials are expected to be transported,
Identify: the materlals and quantity; the frequency of
service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds;
safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on
terailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the
contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the
likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.

Not applicable

(i) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where
there have been known hazardous material spilils on the
right of way, identify the location of those sites and the
types of hazardous materials involved.

Applicant's records do not indicate that there has
been any hazardous material spills or hazardous
waste sites located on the ine segment,

{8) BICOLOGICAL RESOURCES

n Based on consultation with the U. S. Fish and Wildiife
Service, state whether the proposed action Is likely to
adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

Applicant has not received a response to s
inquires dated March 5, 2007 to Ms Joyce Colling
or the US Fish & Wildife Commission — Manon
Field Office orthe U S Fish & Wildife Commission
— Regwonal Office in Fort Snelling, Minnesota
seeking information regarding this statement (See
Attachments 10 and 11)



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report
Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 7 of 9

Applicant does not feel that the simple removal of
track matenal should have any adverse impact on
any endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as a cntical habitat

() State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or
State parks or forests wiil be affected, and describe any
Ml

Based upon Applicant's review of the area, the line
segment does not appear to be near any parks,
wildiife sanctuanes, refuges, or forests.

Apphcant received a response dated Apnl 19, 2007
from the National Park Service in Omaha,
Nebragka stating “No comment on your proposed
action® (See Attachment 11A)

(9)  WATER

(i Based on consultation with State water quality officials,
state whether the proposed action Is consistent with
applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards.
Describe any inconsistencies.

Applicant has not received a response to its inquiry
dated March 5, 2007, to the llinoss Environmental
Protection Agency — Water Division in Spnngfield,
llinos requestng informaton regarding this
statement. (See Attachment 12)

Applicant doaes not contemplate any action known
to be mnconsistent with federal, state and/or local
water quality standards. Any necessary permits or
apphications will be obtained as well as comphance
with condtions or procedures required by
regulatory agencies

(([)] Based on consultation with the U, 8. Amy Corps of
Engineers, state whether permits under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the
proposed action and whether any dasignated wetiands or
100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

Applicant has not response to s inquiry dated
March 5, 2007 to the U S Ammy Coms of
Engineers -~ Louisville Distnct in  Louisville,
Kentucky requesting informaton regarding this

a6



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 8 of 9

statement (See Attachment 13)

Applicant 18 not aware of any designated wetlands
or 100-year flood plains within the proposed project

Upon receiving abandonment authonty, removal of
matenal will be accomplished by use of the nght of
way for access, along with existing public and
private crossings, and no new access roads are
contemplated Applicant does not intend to disturb
any of the underlying roadbed or perform any
activibtes that would cause sedimentaton or erosion
of the soil, and do not anticipate any dredging or
use of fill in the removal of the track matenal The
crosshes and/or other debns will be transported
away from the ral ine and will not be discarded
along the right of way nor be placed or left in
streams or wellands, or along the banks of such
waterways Also, durnng track removal, appropriate
measures will be implemented to prevent or control
spills from fuels, lubncants or any other pollutant
matenals from entenng any waterways Based
upon this course of action, Applicant does not
believe a permit under Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act will be required

(ill) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action.
(Applicants should contact the U. S. Environmental
Protection Agency or the state environmental protection or
equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits
are required).

Applicant has not received a response to its inquiry
dated March 5, 2007, to Mr Ken Westlake of the
US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 in
Chicago, llinois, requesting information regarding
this statement (See Attachment 14)

Based upon the course of action descnbed in
Section 9 (n), Applicant does not believe a permit
under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act will be
required

10. MITIGATION

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse
environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is

7



CSX Transportation, Inc.
Environmental Report
Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 678X)
Page 9 of 9

appropriate.

Applicant does not anticipate any adverse snvironmental
impacts In the project area as a result of this
abandonment, however, f mitigaton 18 necessary,
Apphcant will comply with reasonable State and Federal
regulations and obtain any necessary permits required

a ¢
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Attachment 3

CSXT Abandonment External Distribution List
Flora North Branch, IL
AB 55 Sub No. 678X

Mr. Gary Whitehead, Chairman

South Central Ilinois Regional
Planning Commuttee

742 Birchwood

Flora, IL 62839

Ms. Sue Petsit, Chayrman

Clay County Board of Commissioners
503 Hoptree Dnve

Flora, [L 62839

Ms Yvonne Guinn
City of Flora

PO Box 249

Flora, IL 62839

Mr Dan Sulsberger
City of Flora

PO Box 249

Flora, IL 62839

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5

Attn' Mr. Ken Westlake {(B19.J)

77 West Jackson Blvd

Chicago, 1L 60604

Ihinais Environmental Protection Agency
Attn Water Division

1021 North Grand Avenue East

P.O. Box 19276

Spnngfield, llinois 62794-9276

Ms. Joyce Colhins, Supervisor

U S. Fish & Wildlife Commssion
Marion Field Office

8588 Route 148

Marion, 1L 62959-4565

U S Fsh & Wildhfe Commission
Regional Office

Federal Building

One Federal Dnive

Fort Sneling, MN 55111

3\

U S. Army Corps of Engineers
Lowsville District

PO Box 59

500 Dr. Martin Luther King Pl
Lowswille, KY 40201-0059

USDA - NRCS

Louisville Service Center
155 Highway 45 N
Louiaville, IL 62858-9105

Ilhinois State Cleaninghouse

Department of Commerce & Commumnity
Affairs

100 West Randolph Street

Room 3-400

Chicago, IL 60601

Ms. Sandra Washington, Chief
Nauonal Park Service

Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Drive

Omaha, NE 68102

Mr Gregory Bauze

Department of Transportation
Transportation Administration Building
2300 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, IL 62764

Mr. Dan Injerd
Division of Water Resources

Department of Transportation
310 South Michugan #1606
Chucago, IL 60604

NOAA - VIA EMAIL



Jackeonvitie, FL 32202
CSX O _EEE
Attachment 4 _ PR oo e 11

March 5, 2007

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of ita
rail ine from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, lllinois, as depicted on the
attached map,

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R.
1105.7{3){i) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statement:

“Based omn consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, atate

whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.
Describe any inconsistencies.”

CSXT would appreciate your advice as to the existence of a long-ramge comprebhensive
planning map for Clay County and the line’s relationahip to such planning.

As further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weekn which will outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any comments
received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,
D
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Jacksomville, FL 32203

m Attachment S Phone: {904) 350-1008
FAX: (904) 380-1111

TRANSPORTATION E-Maik: Dave_Garaci@gCSX.com

Dave Geraci
Manager - Network Rationalization

March 5, 2007

Ma. Sue Petit, Chairman

Clay County Board of Commissioners
503 Hoptree Drive

Flora, IL 62839

Dear Ma. Petit:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of ita
radl line from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flore, Clay County, [llinois, as depicted on the
attached map.

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R.
1105.7(3)(i} require that CSXT develop a reaponae to the following statement:

“Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documents preparved by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.
Desacribe any inconsistencies.”

CSXT would appreciate your advice as to the existence of a long-range comprehensive
planning map for Clay County and the line’s relationship to such planning,

As further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weeks which will outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any comments
received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,
Y

Attachment
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Phone: (904) 355-1088
Attachment 6 B m:“! (904) 358-1111

March §, 2007

Ms. Yvonne Guinn
City of Flora.

PO Box 249
Flors, IL 62839

Dear Ms. Guinn:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of its
rail line from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, [llinois, as depicted on the
attached map.

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R.
_ 1105.7{(3)(1) require that CSXT develop a responas to the following statement:
“Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.
Deacribe any inconsistencies.”

CSXT would appreciate your advice as to the existence of a long-range comprehensive
planning map for the City of Flora and the line's relationship to such planning.

As further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weeks which will outline the acope of the proposed salvage activity and include any comments
received from your office.
Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
action,
wl
T e
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Attachment 7 '

CSXT Environmental Report Response Form

STB Docket Number AB 55 Sub No. 678X

Notice of Exemption from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost
BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86 mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of
Flora, Clay County, lllinois

Agency response {check one):

_X No Environmental Impact

Environmental Impact as follows (or attached):
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Attachment TA

!}Iflrmofot!‘ss[c)mgpartment of Transportation

2300 South Dirksen Parkway / Spnngfield, ilinois / 62764
Telsphone 217/782-5597

Apnl 12, 2007

Mr Dave Gerac

CSX Transportation
500 Water St - J200
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Dear Mr Geracl

Thank you for your letter advising us of CSX’s potential plan to abandon a
portion of their track in Flora, llinois

We have completed our review of your plan and take no exceptions to CSX
abandoning the track from Railroad Milepost BXO 74 14 to Railiroad Milepost
BXO 750

We look forward to receving a copy of the preliminary environmental report
which will contain our comments and scope of salvage activity

Thank you for informing us of this matter, and we thank you for your interest in
linois' public transportation system

Acting Secretary
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Unitad States Doparbaent of Agricaltare

ONRGS

Natural Resources Consarvabon Service Attachment 8
155N Rie 45
Lowsville, IL 62858

(818) 665-3327 ext, 3 . ww || DrCs yeda goy
FAX (618) 685-3385

March 20, 2007

Dave Geraci

Manager — Network Rationalization
CSX Transportation

200 Water St. — J200

Jacksonwille, FL 32202

Dear Mr. Geraci:

This is in regard to the abandonment of the CSX Flora North Branch in Clay County, Illinots.
There is a small agricultural field that hes adjacent to the abandoned track just south of US 45/50
that is classified as pnme farmland. All other land adjacent to the track has previously been
.developed and no longer fits the classification of Pnme Farmland.

[ have enclosed the soil maps that show the abandoned rack (highlighted orange) and the areas
considered to be prime farmland (highlighted yellow). 1 have also included the list of so1l types
listed as prime farmland in the So1l Survey of Clay County, llhnois (1998)

Please call my office at (618)665-3327 ext 3 1f you have questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

%i?/ ;"
Launie L King.J
District Conservationist

Helping Paople Heip the Land
An Equal Opporiunily Pronder snd Employer

&

37



Trume fewmlond

agendes Rase map- are prapared from 14987 arnal phorography  Cooralnate gnd ucks and rand divifio @ uinfaer?
-

This 50l Survey Map was compied by tha U S Dapartmanrt of Agr wullure, Sail Corsernvation Sarye and @ nanrrating
shuwn are avuloximalely poditioned

< .t Abowdond tad

SOIL SURVEY aF ClAY COUNTY,
e 1 e uEmaneas L I i

: '.Hl-rr..u.l..l.a-l- !{hu - .- LT N A T T XY

]
]
[
'h
"'l
T
A
i

__w_‘l ll----r '

a'i"-l
'—."'
-'?-

TEREE . RE L PE N W

I k..*‘ N
-E‘i' ---.-I-—-‘- N 'rf{

&‘ - -t - i |
S e e
. - e 1] 3 TR

Lt [

b e

i.l et TET Y,

b . 'ti.‘: ’.‘.";r‘ .’-‘- .1_:
-y '!-'ﬂ'--; -7 '-5‘ Tkt W

4 EP. -F x .

2 [ [ - ~a il 1,
N LT W [ W A ok b L



. gt BHIALY 8 LAY (2

I"I ' ’ -.'_':il.— -
- f-*g L
cle onir = - ' .‘n-_-n.--- . .
N ik 1—'.“*

".""'!'-" . A,
AW -

00 Tee

R

2
X ;
2

[~
3
A
2
]
A

=

»

a TN [ PAGWE T

2
= -

=T
3000

A

-
T F 3 &
4 000

=
noH¥




Attnehmen_t '8-.{

CSXT Environmental Report Response Form

STB Docket Number AB 55 Sub No, 678X

Notice of Exemption from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost
BXO0 75.0, a distance of 0.86 mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of

Flora, Clay County, [llinois
Agency response (check one):
‘/No Environmental Impact

Environmental Impact as follows (or attached):

Date: 4/5/ 67

Signature: %ﬁ_ %‘1 .

Name: _éyh't Z, A:JHL

Title: Pishict & /grrm heriyt—

Lt o
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500 Water Street - J200
Jacksonville, ML 32202
Phone: (904) 360-1008

FAX: (904) 360-1111

Attachment 9

March 5, 2007

Mr. Dan Injerd

Division of Water Resources
Department of Transportation
310 South Michigan #1606
Chicago, IL. 60604

Dear Mr. Injerd:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. ia considering abandonment of a portion of its
rail line from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, lllinois, as depicted on the
attached map.

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations require
expanded environmental information in connection with rail lines, which are subject to
sbandonment. One of these is to determine if a deaignated coastal zone management area is
involved, and, if so, if the proposed action is consistent with the affected State's Coastal Zone

Management Program.

CSXT would appreciate your advising if the removal of the rail would have an effect on your
program. It is CSXT's intenttion to simply remove the metal material from the top layer of
gravel ballast, and to preserve the existing routes of water flow and drainage. CSXT does not

anticipate any dredging or uae of fill in the removal of the track material.
As further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weeks which will outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any comments
received from your office.
Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,

-D_,.‘-#—,‘.

L)

E-Mail: Dave_GerscigiC8X.com -



m P et e
Phone: (304} 359-1008
FAX: (004) 350-1111

TRANSPORTATION Attachment 10 E-Mali: Dave_Geraci§CSX.caom

Manager - Network Rationsization
March 5, 2007

Ms. Joyce Collins, Supervisor
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Commission
Marion Field Office

8588 Route 148

Marion, IL 62959-4565

Dear Ms. Collina:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of its
rail line from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, lllinois, as depicted on the
attached map.

-. The action requires Surface Tranapartation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 - - —
C.F.R. 1105.7 (8) () and (i) require that CSXT develop responsea to the following
statements:

D Based on consultation with the U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service state
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, deacribe
the effecta.

(i) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
forests will be affected, and deacribe any effects.

The removal of CSXT’s rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access,
along with existing public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated.
CSXT does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any
dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material. The crossties and/or other debria
will be transported away from the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor
be placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. During track
removal, appropriate measures will be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels,
lubricants or any other materials from entering any watercourses.

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its
position that there would be no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or
threatened species, critical habitais, wildlife sanctuaries or refiiges, National or State parks,
or forests.

As further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weeks which will outline the scope of the proposed salvags activity (as stated above) and

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,
T

¢4



Jackeonville, FL 32292
Phone: (504) 385-1088
CSX ML
E-Mah: )_|
RIATION Attachment 11

Dave Geracl
Manager - Network Rationalization

March 5, 2007

U.8. Fish & Wildlife Commission
Regional Office

Federal Building

One Federal Drive

Fort Snelling, MN 55111

Gentlemen:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of its
rail line from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Rajlroad Milepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile lmown as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, Hlinois, as depicted on the
attached map.

The_action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 .
C.F.R 11057 (8) (i} and (i) require that CSXT develop responses to the fllowing
statements:

] Based on consultation with the U, 8. Fish and Wildlife Service state
whether the proposed action is lkely to adversely affect endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe
the effects.

(id) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects,

The removal of CSXT's rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access,
CSXT does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any
dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material. The crossties and/or other debris
will be transported away from the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor
be placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. During track
removal, appropriate measures will be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels,
lubricants or any other materials from entering any watercourses.

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its
position that there would be no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or
threatened species, critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks,
or forests.

Aa further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weeks which will outline the acope of the proposed salvage activity (as stated above) and
include any comments received from your office,

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,
‘b_‘_‘-.:“—-——.._

43



- Attachment 11A -

Re CSX Abandonment, Docket No AB-55{Sub No 678X), City of Flora, Clay County, [llinais
We have recetved your letter of _Apnl 4 , 2007 concermng the above referenced project
We have no comment on your praposecd action

%] Please address any further correspandence about this project or any praject to
the following address

Regional Environmental Coordinajor
Narnona) Park Service .
Midwest Regional Oifice -
601 Riverfront Dnive

Omaha, NE 68102

Due to Immted s1afl and the number of requests we receive for early coordination, we ask that
companics/agencies assume we willHsave no comments on projects if they have not heard from
us within 30 days of our receipt of the request

Thank you,

Regional Environmental Coordinator

Environmental Coordinator

National Park Service 04982036859
Midwest Regional Office ', 0

601 Riverfront Dnive RS £ %28,'220?7'

Onla]]ai NE 68102 mm [ TR i Rnu_\‘r

OREREELLE US POSTAGE

Mr. Dave Geraci

CSX Transportation

500 Water Street — J200
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

ill“lll]lilllll“lllIlllilllliIIII‘IIlIiII"Iﬂlllﬂlllllilli
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m Attachment 12

TRANSPORTATION

Dave Geracl
Manager - Network Retionaiization

$00 Water Stroet — J200
Jacksonville, FL 32252

Phone: (804) 350-1008

FAX: (904) 3001111

Eial: Dave_Geraci@C8X.com

March 5, 2007

[Ilinois Environmental Protection Agency
Atin: Water Division

1021 North Grand Avenue Eant

P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, Illinois 652794-9276

Gentlemen:

Please be advised that CSX Tramsportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of ita
rail line from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, [llincis, as depicted on the
attached map.

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federat Regulations 49 C.F.R,
1105.7 (9) (i) and (1ii) requiire that CSXT develop a response to the following statements:

() “Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.”

{iiff State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33
U.S.C. 1342 are required for the proposed action.”

There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area. The removal of CSXT's
rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with existing
public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated. CSXT does not
intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of
fill in the removal of the track material. The croasties and/or other debris will be transported
avway from the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in
streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. During track removal,
appropriate measures will be implemented to prevent or conirol spills from fuels, lubricants or
any other pollutant materials from entering any watercourses,

Based upon the abave described actions, CSXT would appreciate receiving your concurrence
with ite position that the proposed project is consistent with applicable Federal, State and
local water gquality standerds, and that no permits under Section 402 are required at this
time.

mwmmcmwmmammmmhum
weeks which will outline the sacope of the proposed salvage activity (as stated above) and
inchide any comments received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,
Tee————

Attachment

45



: Jacksonville, Ft. 32202
Phone: (304) 355-1008
EAN: (904} 389-1131

TRANSFORTATION Attachment 13 E-Mai: Dave_Geraci@C$X.com
Manager - Network Rationalizetion

L8

March 5, 2007

U.8. Army Corps of Engineers
Louisville District

PO Box 59

600 Dr. Martin Luther King P1.
Louisville, KY 40201-0059

Gentlemen:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of its
rail ine from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, ClayCounty,lllmoil,asdepmtedonthe
attached map,

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R.
1105.7(9)(ii) require that CSXT develop a responss ta the following statement:

“Based on consultation with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether
permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required
for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100 year flood
plains will be affected. Deacribe the effecta.”

It is CSXT’s opinion that there will be no impact on designated wetlanda or 100-year flood
piains because our intent at this time is to only remove CSXT’s metal track material, crossties
and perhaps the upper layer of ballast, and to preserve the existing routes of water flow and
drainage. CSXT does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds or perform any
activities that would cause sedimentation or erosion of the soil, and CSXT does not anticipate
any dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material. The track removal will be
accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with existing public and private
crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated. The crossties and/or other debris will
be transported away from the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be
placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along the banka of such waterways.

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its
position that there would be no adverse impact on wetlands or 100-year flood plains, and that
no permits under Section 404 will be required.

As further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weeks which will outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity (as stated above) and
include any comments received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,
‘T>_‘_.-=-—-____.

Attachment
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Phone: (984) 350-1006
Attachment 14 FAX: (964) 389-1111

TRANSPORTATION E-Mall: Dave_Geraci@)CSX.com

Dave Geraci
Manager - Network Rationafization

March 5, 2007

U.S, Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5

Attn: Mr. Ken Westlake (B19J)

77T West Jackson Blvd.

Chicago, 1L 60604

Dear Mr. Westlake:

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering abandonment of a portion of its
rail line from Radiroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost BXO 75.0, a distance of 0.86
mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, lllinois, as depicted on the
attached map.

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federa} Regulations 49 C.F.R.

1105.7 (9) {i) and (iii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements:

{) “Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.”

(i) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Cleen Water Act 33
U.S.C. 1342 are required for the proposed action.”

There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area. The removal of CSXT's
rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with existing
public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated. CSXT does not
intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of
fill in the removal of the track material. The crossties and/or other debris will be transported
away from the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in
streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterwasys. During track removal,
appropriate meagures will be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or
any other pollutant materials from entering any watercourses.

Based upon the ahove described actions, CSXT would appreciate receiving your concurrence
mmmmmmmmmhmmmm?mmm
local water quality standards, and that no permits under Section 402 are required at this
time.

As further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming
weels which will cutline the acope of the proposed salvage activity (as stated above) and
inchude any comments received from your office.

Further enclosed, please find a distribution list of all parties that have been copied of the
proposed action.

Sincerely,
b.——‘ C-—‘“_
Attachment
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EXHIBIT E
HISTORIC REPORT

[See attached]

48



HISTORIC REPORT
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F R. § 1105 8(c), the undersigned hereby certifies
that a copy of the Historic Report in Docket No AB-55 (Sub-No 678X) was mailed via first
class mail on March 23, 2007, to the following person:

Mr Wilham L Wheeler. SHPO
Associate Director

Illinows Historic and Preservation Agency
1 Old State Caputal Plaza

Spningfield, [llinois 62701-1512

) A,

Steven C Armbrust
May 2, 2007
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HISTORIC REPORT

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC,
(Flora North Branch, Clay County, Illinois)
DOCKET AB-55 (SUB-NO. 678X)

1105.7(e)(1)

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES. Describe the proposed
action, including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if
any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any
posgible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also
describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a
readable detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

CSXT proposes to abandon approximately 0.86 mile of its
rail line between from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 1o the
end of track at Railroad Milepost BXO 75.0, known as the
Flora North Branch, Clay County, Mlinois.

‘The above referenced 0.86-muile line has not generated any
onginating or terminating traffic in over two years.

Abandonment of this line will result in the removal of the
rail, crossties, and possibly the upper layer of ballast, CSXT
does not intend to disturb any sub grade or sub grade
structutes. Finally, the operations and maintenance of this
line will cease.

The only alternattve would be not to abandon and to pass
the opportunity costs of retaining the line to all other CSXT
customers, This would not be a prudent unlization of
Carfier fesources.

Two maps, which delineate the proposed project, are
attached. (See Attachments 1 and 2)
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A U.5.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale
and sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in
the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the location of the
proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of
railroad structures that are 50 years old or aolder and are part of the
proposed action.

Attached 1s a2 copy of the Flora topographic map prepared
by the U. S. Department of Interior Geological Survey. The
line to be abandoned has been idenufied by a heavy black
diagonal line. (See Attachment 3)

There are no CSXT-owned structures that are 50 years old
or older that may be eligible for listng in the National
Regster that are part of the proposed action.

A written description of the right of way (including approximate
widths, to the extent known), and the topography and urban and/or

" rural characteristic of the surrounding area:

The nght of way vasies between 20 and 50 feet from the
centerline of track. The line runs generally north and east
through a semi commercial and residential portion of the
center of Flora.

Good quality pl-loto'graphs (actual photographic prints, not
photocopies) of railroad structures on the property that are 50 years
old or older and of the immediately sutrounding area:

There are no structures that are over 50 years old on this line
segment.
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The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and
extent of any major alterations, to the extent such information is
known:

Not applicable.

A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of
the proposed action:

The land for this line segment was acquired by the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad Company (B&O) between 1869 and
1874 for the purpose of constructing a rail line. The B&O
was incorporated February 28, 1827 under a special law of
Maryland for the purpose of "the constructon and repair of
a railroad from the aity of Baltimore to some suitable point
on the Ohio River with as many sets of tracks” as mught be
deemed necessary. The General Assembly of Virginia, by
act of March 8, 1827 confirmed the act of Maryland and
granted the new company the same rights and privileges as
are granted to them wathin the territory of Maryland.

On February 26, 1973, the Chessie System Inc. was formed,
and Chessie System Railroads was adopted as the new
corporate identity for the C&O, B&O, and WM railroads.
On November 1, 1980, Seaboard Coast Line Industries, Inc.
and Chessie System Inc. merged and became CSX
Corporation. On Apnl 30, 1987, the Baltmore & Ohio
Railroad Company was metged into the Chesapeake and
Ohio Rallway Company. The Chesapeake and Ohio
Ratlway Company was merged into CSX Transportation on
September 2, 1987.

As a result of the proposed action, CSXT operation of the
line will cease. There 1s an opportunity through the
regulatory process for other carriers to acquire the line for
continued operations,
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A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as
engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a
structure that is found to be historic:

Not apphcable.

An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the
criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (36
C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological
resources ot any other previously unknown historic properties in the
project area, and the basis for these opinions (including any
consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local
historical societies or universities):

A review of our records indicates there are no CSXT-owned
structures over 50 years old on this line segment that are
may be eligible for listing in the National Register.

CSXT does not know of any archeological resources ot any
other previously unknown historic properties in the project
area.

A description (based on readily available information in the
railroad's possession) of any known prior subsurface ground
disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally occurting or
man-made) that might affect the archeological recovery of
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic
wastes), and the surrounding terrain.

‘The line was disturbed during construction by cuts and fill
and any archeological resources that may have been located
1n the proposed project area would have been affected at
that time versus dunng the proposed salvage operattons
associated with rail removal. Our records do not indicate
that any swampy conditions exist, or that any hazardous
matenal spills have occurred within the project area.
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Jacksorvile, FL 32202

Tel (904) 350-1008

Fax (804) 368-1111

E-Mal Dave_Geraci@C8X.com

March 23, 2007

Mr. Wilham L. Wheeler, SHPO
Associate Director

Ilinms Historikc Preservation Agercy
1 Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, IL 62701-1512

RE: CSX Transportation, Inc.
Proposed Line Abandonment

Clay County, Illnois
Docket AB-55 (Sub-No. 678X)

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

Please be advised that on May 4, 2007, CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) expects to file with the
Surface Transportation Board (*“Board™ a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0.86 mile of railroad from Railroad Milepost BXO 74.14 to Railroad Milepost BXO 75.0, a
distance of 0.86 mile known as the Flora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, IThnois, as
shown m the attached historic report.

In connection with rail lines that are to become the subject of applications for authonty to
abandon, Federal Regulations at 49 CFR 1105.8(d), require that a Historic Report be submitted
to the State Historic Preservation Officer prior to filing with the Surface Transportation Board.

In accordance with those Regulations, [ am attaching a Histonc Report covermg the above
proposed abandonment. I would appreciate receiving a letter confirming that this project will
have no impact upon cultural resources from your office. If you have questions, please feel
free to call me.

Sincerely,
\D_‘ &-
Attachments
Copy:

Surface Transportation Board - SEA, 395 East Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423
Mr. Steven Armbrust, Counsel, CSXT, 500 Water St.-J150, Jacksonwille, FL 32202
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Railway Abapndonment

Milepost 74.14 to Milepost 75.0

8TB-Docket AB-55 (Sub-No. 678X)

INPA Log #0070325%07

April 18, 2007

Dave Geracil

CSX Transportation

500 Water St. - J200
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Dear Mr. Geraci:

We have reviawed the documentation submitted for the referenced project(s) in
accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4. Based upon the information provided, no historic
properties are affactaead. Wa, therefore, have no cbjection to the undertaking
proceeding as planned.

Pleagse retain this letter in your files as evidence of compliance with section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. This clearance
ramains in effact for two years from date of issuance. It does not pertain to any
discovery during construction, nor is it a clearance for purposes of the Illinois
Human Skeletal Remains Protection Act (20 ILCS 3440).

If you have any further guestions, please contact me at 217/785-5027.

Sinceraly,

Anne E. Raaker
Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer
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